MIKE
GREEN
Farmland Sustainability
Expert
Mike has over 30 years’ experience working in the agriculture
industry and is a clear champion of farmland sustainability.
His experience ranges from being an agronomist for ADAS
and the national Arable Specialist in Natural England, to his
current role as the Environmental Stewardship Manager in
BASF UK & Northern Ireland.
He works within the UK Agriculture framework of our
collective “freedom and licence to operate” and is driven to
share his knowledge about farming, government policy and
environmental support to help maintain the balance between

profitable food production and a healthy farmed environment.
BASF has been demonstrating this balance at two UK farms
since 2002 and the economic and ecological data gathered so
far supports the demonstration of innovation and success,
across the farmed landscape.

Mike’s Expertise
Mike’s advice on the BASF Arable Weed Control expert panel
centre around three themes of:
G
 rowing quality food in sufficient quantities to meet both
local and global market needs in balance with healthy
farmland
E
 ffective resource conservation (improving the health of
soils through reconsidered rotations that build in fertility,
reduce weed burdens and manage water availability)
I ntelligent and integrated use of new products and systems
to improve the efficiency of crop production on farmland and
understand how they impact on profitability and sustainability

The introduction of biodiversity on
farm needs a whole farm approach.

crop protection will be joined by key elements of resource
protection and habitat creation to deliver sustainability.

On farm trials and visiting demonstrations on other farms are
important to get an understanding of on-site breeding birds,
butterflies, moths and flora which will all add a different dimension
to farming. The precise sciences of varietal choice, agronomy and

This combination is the foundation of integrated farm management
and forms the basis for sustainable modern farming.
New technologies, resource protection and profitable crops,
and sustainable production has seen adopting farm business
grow successfully and wildlife flourish.

Habitat Creation
Much of the success of biodiversity will be through habitat creation
and subsequent feed provision for the benefit of bird populations.
Good habitat will produce an increase in beneficial insects living in
field margins, particularly if those margins have been sown with a
mix of plants to encourage pollinators, such as bees, butterflies and
insects. Songbirds will also benefit from positive changes in habitat.

Drainage Ditches
Consider how banks of drainage ditches are managed to ensure
correct functioning of the drainage system and how these banks
support wildlife.
Similarly, due consideration to the establishment of grassy margins
as buffers adjacent to drainage ditches help protect the water courses.
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